
Principal’s Message:  The requirements to graduate from an accredited Oregon high school have never 
been so demanding. This year, as with the class of 2014, the graduating class of 2015 will be required to 
complete 25 credit hours of course work, representing 48 different classes within a variety of fields of 
studies, with an additional credit consisting of a capstone senior project.   In addition to the coursework, 
students are also required to demonstrate proficiency in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics.  This has 
traditionally been accomplished by passing state exams in their respective subjects.   
 
As stated in last year’s letter, since 2010, our state test scores have continued to increase or maintain 
high levels of achievement and, when compared to state averages, Astoria surpassed aggregate state 
levels by 6, 11, and 6 percentage points in Reading, Writing, and Math, respectively. 
 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 OR AHS  

Reading 73 80 84 92 89 83 +6 

Writing 38 53 71 74 74 63 +11 

Math 40 57 66 71 73 67 +6 

 
This year, students will be assessed on skills and standards tied to the Common Core in English and 
Math.  Students will be tested the last six weeks of their 11th grade year in these subjects.   However, 
education is much, much more than a one-time summative or final exam.  Through effective 
partnerships with families and communities, Astoria High School is committed to offering enriching 
activities and experiences that not only develop the educational and intellectual abilities of our students 
but also their social, emotional, and physical well-being.  As such, your support with the following points 
would be greatly appreciated.    
 
Involvement:  By the time the first bell rings, the halls of Astoria High School will be adorned with over 
55 clubs or teams that exist at Astoria High school, celebrating the involvement and successes of the 
students on their rosters.  Whether your child is interested in art, music, sports, foreign language, 
service clubs, or any number of interests, there should be at least one activity that your student can find 
appealing.  Furthermore, students that are involved in co-curricular activities generally perform more 
effectively than had they not participated.  This October we will have a community and co-curricular fair 
to encourage participation in these clubs and organizations.  Please encourage your child to be involved.   
 
Parent – Student – School Communication:  Open communication between students, parents, and 
teachers can improve and enrich your child’s educational experience.  Ask your child about their classes.  
Follow their academic progress through our online grade program StudentVue.  If you need specific 
information or support, do not hesitate to call or email the teacher directly.  Through the safe-text 
“Remind” program, coaches, teachers, and advisors will be able to send one way text messages to 
students and parents who enroll their number.  This is a safe and effective way to communicate as it 
allows teachers to keep students and parents informed through group texts without requiring a staff 
member to have each student’s phone number.  Also, teachers’ emails can be found on the school 
webpage and generally, with only a couple of exceptions, follow the first initial / last name format with 
@astoria.k12.or.us to follow. (i.e. ljackson@astoria.k12.or.us).  Please see the Astoria School District 
main page (http://www.astoria.k12.or.us) for information on calendars, board and school policies, 
syllabi, and other resources.  In late October we will also have parent – teacher conferences.  While 
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technology is quick and efficient, face to face conversations still carry enormous power and we strongly 
encourage students and parents to take advantage of this opportunity.  
 

 Remind Sign Up Instructions: 
 

Enter this number for recipient:  503-549-4658 
 

Text this message:  @allahs 

Academic Support:  Astoria High School has embedded in its schedule 116 minutes of academic support.  
This time is made up of three Tutorial sessions that occur on Tuesday (2) and Thursday (1) of each week.  
All Freshmen and Sophomores are required to attend these classes.  Juniors and Seniors with grades 
lower than a “C” at progress reports are required to attend.  Upperclassmen in good academic standing 
may attend or are free to leave campus at that time (1:36 p.m.).  As the year progresses, after school 
academic labs to support students in math and writing will also be established.  These labs are generally 
underutilized by our students.   Please encourage your student to take advantage of these 
opportunities.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read through this newsletter.  If you should have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at 503-325-3911 or email at ljackson@astoria.k12.or.us .  We are excited 
for the upcoming school year and the opportunities it will present. 
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